FOSTER AGREEMENT
DATE: ___________________
Please read the following!
A Foster Home is a temporary home for a dog until our organization finds a permanent home for the dog. Thank
you for offering to become a foster home for Always & Furever! To be considered as a foster home for our
organization, you must:
• Be 21 years of age or older.
• If you rent your home you must have consent from your landlord to have a dog.
• Have all dogs and cats in the home spayed or neutered, if they are 6 months or older, unless there are
medical reasons for not doing so.
• Have all dogs in the home up to date on vaccinations.
• Agree to have a home visit done by one of our volunteers, if deemed necessary.
You must also agree to the following conditions, which are included in the foster home agreement contract:
• Agree to have the dog wear an ID tag on its collar at all times when in public or outdoors.
• Agree to never allow the foster dog to be off leash when it is outdoors, unless it is in a securely fenced in
area.
• Agree to have the foster dog reside in the home, not outside. The foster dog may NOT be left outdoors if
you are not at home. This includes outdoor kennel runs.
• Agree to never allow foster dog to be left unattended with young children.
By completing the contract and signing below you indicate that you have read, understand and agree to the
above.
Name_______________________________________________________ Birthday_________________
Street Address________________________________________________
City:______________________State:____________Zip Code:_________
Email:____________________________Home Phone:_________________ Cell Phone:__________________
Emergency Contact:____________________________ Phone:_________________
Please list all family members that will be living with the animal: Names: Relationship: Birthday: (month/day) If
a child, how old?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Is anyone in your home allergic to animals? Yes ___No___
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Why do you wish to foster animals for Always & Furever? _____________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Do you live in a: House Condo Apartment Other _____________(please circle one)
Do you have your landlord’s written permission to foster an animal? Yes ___No ___ N/A ___
Do you have a yard? Yes ___No___ Open ____ Fully enclosed ___
Type of Fence _______________ Height_______
Outside Dog Run/Kennel? Yes ___No___
Do you have a pool? Yes ___No___
How will the Always & Furever pup be isolated from other pets (recommended 7 day minimum quarantine)?
________________
Where will Always & Furever animals be kept during the day? ___________ At night? _______ How many hours
of the day are you usually away from home? ________________
CURRENT PETS: Please include all pets, including small caged and barnyard animals.
Type of Pet/Age/Sex/Spayed/Neutered/ Kept inside or outside/ Dog or Cat
Friendly____________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
If you have cats, are they current on their vaccines (Rabies, FVRCP, FELV)? Yes ___No ___
If you have dogs, are they current on their vaccines (Rabies, Bordatella, DHLPP)? Yes ___No ___
Please note any additional information that will assist us in finding the proper foster pet for you:
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Veterinarian
Do you have a regular veterinarian?

__ Yes __ No

Veterinarian’s name:
_______________________________________________________
Clinic Name:
_______________________________________________________
Clinic Address:
________________________________________________________
Clinic Phone:
________________________________________________________
(Providing Always & Furever with this information you are allowing Always
& Furever to call your vet. Please call your vet and ask them to authorize the
release of information to Always & Furever.)
Personal References
Please list someone who is familiar with both you and your pets.
Name:
Address:
Phone:
Relationship (relative, neighbor, friend, etc.):
Name:
Address:
Phone:
Relationship (relative, neighbor, friend, etc.):
All of the information I have given is true and complete. This dog will
reside in my home as a pet. I will provide it with quality dog food, plenty
of fresh water, indoor shelter, affection, annual physical examination and
vaccinations under the supervision of a licensed Veterinarian.
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO REFUSE FOSTER PLACEMENT TO
ANY APPLICANT FOR ANY REASON. THIS QUESTIONAIRRE
BECOMES PART OF OUR CONTRACT.
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A&F Expectations. Please read carefully, initial EACH box and the bottom, and sign to indicate agreement.
____ Only designated Always & Furever staff shall approve and place rescued animals into foster homes. Always
& Furever must be notified as soon as possible of any changes in the status of either the animal in your care or the
foster home environment you have indicated above.
____ All animals placed in foster care will be examined, will have been given/will be given all necessary
immunizations and will have been/will be scheduled to be spayed or neutered.
____ All basic medical expenses will be covered by Always & Furever. Always & Furever must approve any
unusual expenses. Basics include: Spay/neuter, age-appropriate vaccinations, heartworm test, microchip, and
prescribed medications. Fosters are required to get Always & Furever to transport the animal to the emergency
clinic prior to transportation.
____ All basic supply expenses will be provided by Always & Furever. Basic supplies include: Dog- crate,
collar, tag and leash, food, and some toys. Because each home is set up differently, exercise pens, confinement
systems and scratching posts are available to fosters if supplies are available. All supplies must be returned when
the foster animal is returned for adoption.
____ Foster animals are to be kept clean and sanitary for their health and wellbeing. Supplies with which they are
housed and/or contained in, such as x-pens, crates, blankets and beds, should also be kept clean and sanitary for
the same reason.
____ Fosters are expected give Always & Furever animal safe and adequate housing and care. An Always &
Furever foster dog must wear his/her ID Tag at all times (except underage puppies who do not go home with
collars), and must be on a leash or in a secure pet carrier when outside of its foster home or its enclosed yard.
Dogs should not be left alone, outside unsupervised. During transport, the rescued animal must ride inside the car.
Always & Furever must be notified immediately if the animal in your care is injured or missing.
____ Fosters are expected to exhibit professional conduct, timeliness and communication. Fosters are expected to
arrive for appointments on time, as scheduled.
____ Fosters are expected to care for the foster animal. If an emergency arises, please Always & Furever to
schedule a return to Always & Furever.
____ Legal ownership of all Always & Furever animals remains with Always & Furever until such time as proper
adoption is completed. Only authorized representatives of Always & Furever will conduct adoption interviews
and process adoptions, transfers or relinquishments. Fosters are expected to comply with the adoption process. If a
foster finds a suitable adoptive home for their animal, they will contact Always & Furever before the animal is
returned to Always & Furever for surgery and the potential adopter will go through Always & Furever.
____ The following veterinary offices are the only authorized vets that Always & Furever will cover treatment for
Paola Vet Clinic, or one of its affiliates, Dearborn Vet Clinic, or previously approved clinic listed
_____________________________________________ if not applicable please write N/A
____ Foster parents must respond within 24 hours to communications from Always & Furever.
Signature & Date:
Foster Name (Printed) ____________________________________
Foster Signature: __________________________________________ Date: _______________
Always & Furever Witness: __________________________________ Date: _______________
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RELEASE OF LIABILITY
I/We have read and fully understand the Always & Furever Expectations. ____ (initial) There have been no other
representations or promises other than those included in this Foster Application. _____ (initial) I/We understand
that all rescue volunteer work as a foster done with Always & Furever is at my/our own risk. ____ (initial) I/We,
________________________________ have read, understand, and agree to abide by the conditions of the Always
& Furever Foster Home Agreement & Guidelines.
I/we understand that all work done with Always & Furever pursuant to this Foster Agreement is at my/our own
risk, and that I/we assume such risk freely and voluntarily. I/we hereby release Always & Furever and its agents
and employees of any and all liability, property damage, and medical costs while I/we am/are providing volunteer
foster care for Always & Furever.
I/We, hereby for myself (ourselves), heirs, administrators and assigns, fully, irrevocably and unconditionally
release and agree to hold harmless Always & Furever and its individual members from any and all known or
unknown, anticipated or unanticipated, suspected or unsuspected causes of action, charges, suits, debts, demands,
claims, liabilities, losses, costs, expenses (including, without limitation, attorneys' fees) or damages, including but
not limited to any medical costs, damage to property, persons or other pets, of any and every kind, nature and
description, at law or in equity, in connection with or arising from while I am caring for the agreed rescue
companion animal.
Foster Volunteer Signature(s): _________________________________________________________________
Date: _____________________________
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REX’S RULES AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Getting ready for your foster pup? Rex has some tips to help you and your family (human and fur) to help make
this the best possible experience for everyone.
Rex wants you to be physically and mentally prepared.
Fostering is a family affair, so please make sure that everyone in your household is ready, willing and able to
provide a loving home for an orphaned dog. Many adults and children have a difficult time adjusting to a new
schedule or routine, and also have a difficult time “giving up” an animal to its forever home. Make sure everyone
is ready for this new, albeit temporary, addition to your family. Be realistic about your time commitment to a
foster dog.
Where to keep your foster dog?
This is Rex’s most important recommendation. Planning where you will keep your dog before you bring your
dog home will make the entire process easier for everyone. When you first bring a foster dog home, you’ll want
to confine them to a single room, such as a kitchen or family room. This room should not be an isolated room,
but a room where you spend a large part of your day or evening, as dogs are pack animals and want to be with
you. This room is especially important when you’re at work or away from the house, as it will be a new
environment in which they need time to become familiar and comfortable. Use a baby gate to block off the
entrances to other rooms. By keeping the dog in one room, you’re helping prevent “accidents” that may occur
because of stress or adjusting to your routine. (Even a house‐trained dog might have an accident or two during
this adjustment period.) For dogs that are not housetrained, keeping them confined to one room will help start this
important training as you must be able to monitor their activities.
Rex recommends you always use a crate in this room for times when you are away from the house. Beautiful
Rex was a beloved family member who lost his life to a foster pup who had carried hidden emotional damage.
We cannot stress the importance enough of making his life matter by crating ALL foster dogs when you are away
to prevent such tragedy. Rex wants everyone to know how important your safety is and all of your family’s safety
is as well. Remember we know very little about their past.
REX’S DO’S
Keep your foster dog indoors in a location with a crate available
Keep your foster dog in a warm/cool (depending on the season)
and dry location.
Keep your foster dog on a leash at all times when outdoors unless
in your secured fenced yard. When in a secured yard, you must
supervise him at all times. It is very common for a foster dog to
try and escape so always supervise your shelter dog.

REX’S DON’TS
Leave your foster dog uncrated when you are not home OR leave
unattended with a child or your own dog
Place your foster dog around other strange dogs as we often do not
know the dog’s past history.
Foster dogs should not be put in a position of possibly fighting
with a strange dog, reducing their chances for adoption and
increasing their chances of euthanasia
Allow your foster dogs outdoors unless supervised by an adult.
Never take your foster dog to an off‐leash park - this is a liability
to the Always & Furever - taking a foster dog to an off‐leash park
will result in the removal of the foster dog and end your role as a
foster parent.
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Transporting your Foster Dog
The safest way to transport your dog from the shelter to your home (or anywhere else), is in a secure crate. The
crate should be secured so that it doesn’t tip over or move around. Another option is to use a grill between the
back of the vehicle and the back seat. If you have a sedan, then you may be able to secure a crate on the back
seat. It is always a good idea to put a blanket down under your crate or in the back section of your vehicle, so that
if your dog becomes car sick, or has an accident, the blanket will protect your seats and carpet. If you can’t fit a
crate into your vehicle, your dog is safest in the back seat. Use either a special harness for your dog that hooks on
to a seat belt, or a leash that attaches to the seat belt. Avoid letting your dog ride in the passenger seat next to you.
Not only can your view be obstructed, but if you brake suddenly your dog could get injured by hitting the
windshield or by the air bag. You might need a few treats to encourage a dog to jump into a car. If you can get
a dog to put his front paws up, then you can lift his back end by supporting his hind quarters (as if he were sitting
on your crossed arms). If you need to completely lift your dog, the best way is by putting one arm behind his hind
legs and one arm in front of his front legs – essentially a scoop. Another way is to have one arm just behind his
front legs, and one hand behind his hind legs. This way the dogʹs weight is being supported in the same general
area of its legs. Keep in mind, most dogs don’t really like to be lifted. Remember to always keep a handle on his
leash.
Introducing your Foster Dog
Always & Furever is happy to assist you with introducing your dog to a foster dog and also set up a time for a
trainer to come and meet you to help introduce. Please email briana@alwaysandfurever.love to set up an
appointment prior to taking home the dog should you prefer assistance. You should bring your dog to the farm
for a meet and greet in the outdoor corrals before you bring a foster dog home. Typically dogs of the opposite sex
do better together. And even if your dog has many different canine playmates, you should still bring your dog to
the farm to meet a potential foster dog. Dogs are like people, and sometimes a dog may not like another dog for
no apparent reason.
What to do once you are home with your foster dog

-

-

Be alert and make the reintroductions gradually and calmly. Even if they got along great at the shelter,
your dog may be extremely territorial in the home.
If possible, go for a walk around your neighborhood with both dogs and two handlers. Walk the dogs
side by side on leashes and allow them to sniff one another and become familiar with each other.
Give your own dog LOTS of love and praise.
Leave leashes on the dogs when you are in the home, so that you can get immediate control if
needed. You may only need to do this for a short time.
Talk normally. Letting the dogs know that you are fine; they are fine; everything is fine!
Be patient and go slowly with your foster dog as they may have been through a stressful surgery, abusive
situation or a lot of recent changes.
Don’t leave your foster dog unattended with your resident dog. Even if they seem to get along well in
your presence, you should separate the dogs when you leave your house. After a week or two, you may
determine that this is no longer necessary, but be sure to always remove all toys, food, chews and start
slowly.
Some common mistakes
Holding the leash too tensely as dogs may react with defensiveness.
Leaving toys and chews around the house. This can cause resource guarding which can escalate very
quickly.
Remove all toys and chews before you arrive home with your foster dog.
Feeding your foster dog with your resident dog. It’s best to separate them initially, and to supervise
always.
Over‐stimulating your foster dog with introductions to many people or your neighbors’ dogs
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Rex’s Breakdown of Common Questions & Answers

1. How long are dogs in foster homes? It completely depends on the dog and the situation. The average stay
in a foster home is about 2 months. Many dogs recovering from an injury, certain breeds and (obviously)
senior dogs, may stay much longer.

2. Can I adopt my foster dog? YES! As long as foster parents meet Always & Furever’s requirements
necessary for adoption, foster parents have first choice to adopt their foster dog.

3. How are foster dogs promoted? Photos and stories of all adoptable dogs in foster homes are posted on

Petfinder.com and at the barn and on FB where the public can view them. Foster dogs are also promoted at
special events throughout the year. Foster parents are required to participate and help promote their
foster dogs at minimum once a month either via sharing pictures, stories, emails or attend an event.
Foster parents can also help promote their foster dog to their family, friends, colleagues and the general
public through a variety of means including flyers, emails and even just by walking your foster dog in local
neighborhoods with an “Adopt Me” bandana around its neck.

4. If I have my own animals, can I foster dogs? Yes, but keep in mind that it’s always a health risk to expose

your animal to other animals whether it’s walking at parks, vet waiting rooms or other common animal
areas. The health risk is minimal if your animals are current on their vaccinations, maintains a healthy diet
and lifestyle, and are not elderly or very young. If you or someone in your household is immune‐
compromised, consult your doctor before fostering since working or living with animals exposes humans to a
group of diseases called zoonoses. A zoonotic disease (there are about 200) is defined as a disease
transmitted from animals to humans and also from humans to animals. To find out more about zoonoses,
talk to your doctor and/or veterinarian. Proper hygiene, preventative measures and an understanding of these
illnesses can reduce the risk of disease.

5. Do I have to crate‐train my foster dog? No, but it is one of the most efficient and effective ways to house

train or re‐train a dog. Some dogs do not like crates, and most dogs need to be transitioned or “trained” to
use a crate, so it’s up to the foster parent to decide whether to crate or not. We STRENOUSLY promote
crating, especially if you have your own dog as to a safety issue while you are not there. See Rex’s story
above. Putting the dog in a crate while you are gone will give you peace of mind knowing that they are
in a safe place, away from harm, and not doing any damage to your belongings or themselves. For
many dogs, a crate can also represent a safe and comfortable place to call their own and provides them with a
sense of security. Dogs actually like having a “denʺ to cuddle up in. Crating should never be used as
punishment.

6. How can I help my foster dog become more adoptable? There are two ways to make a foster dog more

adoptable. First and foremost is marketing. If no one knows about your foster dog, or how wonderful it is,
then it will be next to impossible to find them a forever home. In addition to supplying great photos and a
bio and updating these regularly, giving a foster dog additional exposure by telling friends and family about
them will help create a “network effect” and will speed up the process of finding a forever home. Simple
steps like taking a foster dog on walks in local parks, outdoor shopping areas and other high‐ traffic areas
will help find potential adopters. Secondly, our orphaned dogs benefit greatly from the exercise (with the
exception of those with some medical conditions), basic training, special love and attention you give
them. While marketing provides you with applicants, it’s always the dog that “closes the deal.” Providing a
foster dog with basic training and manners will increase their adoptability. Shy dogs will benefit from your
patience, routine and slowly exposing them to new people to build their confidence. Rambunctious
adolescents who learn good manners will help show off their trainability and long term potential. And while
puppies are adorable, they need a lot of love, attention and hand‐holding from humans to develop properly
and feel secure.
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7. Am I responsible finding my foster dog its forever home? No, but we do need your help. Once a

qualified applicant is identified, you will be asked to schedule a meet and greet with your foster dog and the
potential adopter. Your quick response and then final input on the potential adopter is critical to finding a
great match. Many times a foster parent will find a perfect match through their own network of friends,
family and colleagues. Always & Furever greatly welcomes these referrals! If you think you have found a
perfect forever home for your foster dog, remember they still must go through the application process and be
approved by Always & Furever.

8. What if I go on vacation or have a business trip? If given enough notice, we can usually find volunteers

that can foster sit for short durations. We ask that foster parents always keep their case managers aware of
any temporary foster sitting situations.

9. Are foster dogs ever euthanized? Much energy, love, time and vet care is devoted to our foster dogs, and

Always & Furever is committed to finding homes for ALL the adoptable dogs within its care. Some dogs
are in foster care because they’re seriously ill or injured. If, after medical attention, these dogs are too sick
or too weak to heal and are suffering, then Always & Furever will humanely euthanize these animals. On
rare occasions, a dog in foster care may start to exhibit potentially dangerous behavior that was unknown to
Always & Furever or suppressed. Always & Furever may determine that this dog is too dangerous and will
humanely euthanize the animal or seek an alternative facility for its care. Your safety is our #1
priority. You must always inform Always & Furever immediately if your foster dog exhibits any aggressive
behavior.

That’s all of the tips from Rex! Please make sure and listen to him. He was a sweet smart
guy and knows what is his talking about.
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SO YOU’RE ALL SIGNED UP? THE PUP IS HOME. NOW WHAT?
The First Week - Start a regular routine so your dog can begin to adjust to your household. During this
adjustment period, please keep stimulation to a minimum. Some recommendations include:
- Find a quiet route to walk or run your foster dog (depending on energy level) to familiarize him with his
new environment. This also helps start the bonding between you and your foster dog.
- Don’t introduce your foster dog to people you meet on your walk. For the first 7‐14 days (could be more
or less) your foster dog should lay low while he tries to figure out just what this new situation is. You
may not see any unwelcome behavior initially. Eventually all will be revealed.
- Do not introduce your foster dog to other dogs (other than your own resident dog). This includes
neighborhood dogs, and dogs belonging to your family or friends. Why? There is no way to tell how
your foster dog will behave when introducing him to other dogs. If your foster dog bites a person or dog
you are required to report it to Always & Furever immediately.
- Don’t throw a party, or have a lot of people over to your home. During the first week you should try to
spend quality one‐on‐one time with your new foster dog.
- The most important thing to do during this initial transition time is to clearly but NON‐ confrontationally
establish the household rules. As well, take care not to ʺindulgeʺ your foster dog’s timid, tentative or
fearful behavior; we understand how tempting this may be as many of our orphans have come from less
than ideal situations, but in the long run it does not benefit the dog.
- Take photos, write a bio of the dog. One of the many benefits of adopting a dog from foster care is that
the foster parent can provide detailed, personal and anecdotal information about their foster dog. Your
dog will be adopted more quickly if you update this information as soon as possible.
General Expectations:
Expectations of behavior: Allow time for adjustment. While it usually takes about 24 hours for a dog to settle
in, it will take much longer for their overall adjustment to this new environment. Watch their behavior
closely. Remember that it will take up to a month before your foster dog bonds with you, so keep your
expectations realistic. On the average, foster parents have their dogs for about 2-4 months before they’re
adopted. While this amount of time will not be long enough to fully train your foster dog, it will be enough time
to give him a good foundation for his new family. Begin training with some basic commands and crate
training. Your foster may have been traumatized before coming to you – you’ll be teaching that people are good
and can be trusted. You should handle and work with your foster dog every day. If he shows any signs of
aggression or fear (growling over food or toys, snapping or hiding), contact Always & Furever immediately for
guidance and we will put you in touch with a trainer.
Feeding: What to feed your foster dog? You will be responsible for picking up any food at Always &
Furever. Create a consistent schedule for feeding your foster dog. Feed at the same times every day. Create a
separate space for your foster dog to eat so they will feel comfortable. If you have other dogs at home, feed your
foster in a separate room and close the door ‐ this will help prevent any arguments over food. Do not feed any
“people” food. You do not know what the adoptive family will want to do, so don’t start a habit they will have to
break; and by feeding only dog food, you are also discouraging begging.
Exercise: Foster dogs should be exercised every day, rain or shine. The old adage, “A tired dog is a happy dog,”
holds true for foster dogs. Most foster dogs will need at least two 30+ minute walks a day to release excess
energy (less depending on age and energy level). A dog that is exercised regularly will tend to sleep when you
are not at home ‐ and a sleeping dog cannot do undesirable things, such as bark, chew, etc. The exception to this
is if your foster dog is recovering from an illness or injury or hospice, then they may need rest.

Training: We suggest positive, rewards based training for dogs. Increasing your foster dogʹs obedience skills has
many benefits. Not only will the future adopter appreciate these skills, but your foster dog will “show” better
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when visiting with potential adopters and you will have a much happier fostering experience. Yes they may be
old but so many are willing to learn, training is done at your discretion.
Housetraining: Be patient with your foster dog. Even housetrained adult dogs will make mistakes, especially if
they’ve been at a shelter or found themselves homeless for a long time and have been eliminating in their
kennel. If there are smells in your house from another dog or cat, some foster dogs may “mark” out their
territory. This action should be re‐directed immediately with a calm “Ah‐Ah” and escort him outside where he
can finish. You will then want to use some odor neutralizer (like Nature’s Miracle) on the areas where the foster
dog “marked” to insure he will not smell and mark that area again.
Crate training: Crates provide safe havens and dens for dogs. They calm them and can help prevent destructive
chewing, barking and housetraining mistakes. You may want to crate your new foster dog for the first few nights
in your bedroom ‐ most of them feel more secure in their crate and it protects your house from accidents. Crates
should never be used as a means of punishment for your foster dog. If used for punishing, the dog will learn to
avoid going in the crate. Crates should be thought of as dog play rooms ‐ just like child play rooms, with games
and toys. It should be a place dogs like to be and feel safe and secure when they are there.

Introducing the crate:
- Place the crate (with a blanket inside) in a central part of your home. Introduce your foster dog to the
crate after a good walk, when he’s tired and sleepy. Keep all chew toys in the crate so that he can go in
and out as he pleases, selecting toys to play with. Feed your dog in the crate with the door open. If the
dog hesitates going in, place the bowl inside the door so their head is in and their body is outside.
- If your foster still refuses to go near the crate, put the smelliest, tastiest wet food (or a steak!) in the crate
and shut the door. Let the dog hang outside the crate for a while, smelling the food inside. Soon he
should beg you to let him in! Now that the dog is familiar and willing to go near the crate, throw some of
his favorite treats in the crate. Let him go in and get them and come right out again. Do this exercise
three or four times. Then, throw more treats in and let him go in and get them. When he is in, shut the
door and give him another treat through the door. Then let him out and ignore him for 3 minutes. Then,
put some more treats in the crate, let him go in, shut the door and feed him 5 bits of treats through the
door, and then let him out and ignore him for 5 minutes.
- Next time, place treats, peanut butter, freeze‐dried liver or frozen food and honey in a Kong , so it is time‐
consuming to get the food out of the ball, and put the Kong in the crate. After your foster has gone in,
shut the door and talk to him in a calm voice. If your dog starts to whine or cry, don’t talk to him or you
will reward the whining/crying/ barking behavior. The foster dog must be quiet for a few minutes before
you let him out.
- Gradually increase the time in the crate until the dog can spend 3‐4 hours there. We recommend leaving a
radio (soothing music or talk radio) or TV (mellow stations: educational, art, food) on while the dog is in
the crate and alone in the house. Rotate the dog’s toys from day to day so he doesn’t become bored of
them. Don’t put papers in the crate ‐ the dog will instinctively not go to the bathroom where he
sleeps/lives. Instead, put a blanket in his crate to endorse the fact that this is his cozy home.
- To help your foster get accustomed to the crate, place his favorite bed inside it and place it in your
bedroom. Be wary of dog crates during hot weather ‐ a dog may want to lie on the cool floor, instead of
the crate. Make sure the crate is not in direct sun.
Attention and playtime: Lots of human contact is important for recovering, sick, injured or neglected
dogs. Attention and playtime is a reward for your foster dog. Be sure to give your foster dog several minutes of
playtime periodically through the day. As a general rule, children under 16 years old should NOT be left
alone and unsupervised with any dog, but specifically a foster dog. Do not allow children to behave with the
foster dog in a manner you would not want the child to behave with a younger sibling. Teach children to leave a
dog alone when he is eating, chewing and sleeping. Never allow a child to remove a toy or any other “prized”
possession from a dog. A child will not differentiate between a foster dog and a dog they have grown up with, so
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you must make sure to keep everyone safe. Do not play tug of war or wrestle with your foster dog. If you
have a shy or fearful dog, do not throw the toy toward the dog, because he may think you are throwing things at
him and become more fearful. After you have finished playing with a toy, put it away. You are controlling the
toy and the playtime. When giving the dog a toy or treat, have him sit before giving it to him. That way he has to
work to get the toy or treat ‐ making the toy a reward. After your foster dog has settled in and has acclimated to
his new home, it’s time to get him out into the world. The more you can do this, the better socialized he will
be. Get him used to different people and different environments. Start slowly and don’t over stimulate as many
foster dogs may not have had exposure to what seems like a “normal” environment. When you are out and about,
you should remain calm as this will help your foster dog key off of your behavior. But always be aware of your
surroundings. Always keep a good handle on your leash and be extremely careful around busy streets, or in parks
where there are squirrels or birds or other distractions. If your dog reacts to someone/ something on your walk,
interrupt the behavior by crossing the street or walk in a different direction.
NO off‐leash parks – No Exceptions!!!!!!!!
POMOTING FOSTER PUPS
NOT ONLY ARE YOU SAVING A LIFE BUT WE NEED YOUR HELP TO GET THE PUPS
ADOPTED!
Ways you can help!
Create a profile: name, gender, age, breed, weight, health, also very helpful – is your foster ok with cats? Ok with
other dogs? Ok with children (indicate appropriate ages)?
We cannot stress this enough...a picture is worth a thousand words. The picture is the first thing people see when
they visit our website, FB page or their bio on Petfinder.com. If the dog has a poor picture, visitors may move on
to another dog without clicking or reading your dogʹs description. If you want to give your dog the best chance
possible, take large, clear, good quality photos of the dog alone. A good picture is often the difference between a
dog who generates inquiries and one who does not.

-

Pictures taken outside in natural light are usually much better than those taken inside or with a
flash. Lighting is very important for accurately capturing a dogʹs coloring and detail. Have the sun or
light source behind you and check to make sure you are not casting a shadow on your subject.
Use treats and/or a squeaky toy to capture the dogʹs best expression. Sometimes having two people
makes this process easier.
Try different props. If the dog likes to fetch, you might get a picture of the dog with his favorite
ball. Wearing the “Adopt Me” bandana in the photos.
Check out the competition. Visit Petfinder.com and look at the photos of similar dogs and see which ones
pop out to you. Then try to mimic these shots with your own foster dog.
If your first attempts fail, don’t be discouraged. Just keep trying and have fun. When you are having
fun, your foster dog will probably be having fun too and it will show!

All fosters are REQUIRED to write a bio. It can be short and sweet or long and wordy. It’s up to you! Here
are a few tips to write a great bio.
- Accentuate the positive and let potential adopters know why they should consider your dog.
- You will improve your dogʹs chances of finding a home if you write a thorough description.
- A good bio is part press release, part story telling.
- Don’t turn it into a lengthy restaurant review, but instead try to pull the reader into the bio so that they can
start to imagine a life with this new canine friend. It can be very helpful to read the bios of other similar
dogs on Petfinder.com.
Please initial to acknowledge that you have read and understand all expectations listed on each page ____

-

Tell it from the animal’s perspective ‐ the most compelling thing you can write on behalf of an animal is
what you imagine the animal is thinking, feeling or remembering.
Most bios start off with the basics ‐ but the most appealing bios are written so that they are not just a list
of facts.
One intro paragraph on “who your dog is” can help a potential adopter visualize the dog.
Your second paragraph might go into personality traits, and provide information about any training, tricks
or cute behavior.
Your final paragraph should outline the required forever home environment.
Tell potential adopters what you know about your dog.
MOST IMPORTANTLY be honest and avoid negative statements. Choose wording carefully. A dog
that is not potty‐trained might instead be, ʺworking on her house manners.ʺ A dog that doesn’t get along
with other dogs or cats merely ʺwants to be your one and only.ʺ A dog that desperately needs obedience
training is really ʺlooking forward to attending class with his adopter.ʺ If dog has special needs, mention
them, but donʹt dwell on them. You can go into these details once you have someone hooked on your
dog.

AS A FOSTER YOU ARE SIGNING ON TO HELP US PROMOTE THE FOSTER DOG
The more you network your foster dog, the more quickly you are able to find it a great forever home. Here are
some simple ways to promote your dog:
- Send an email to your family, friends and colleagues. Let them know about your foster dog and ask them
to help you spread the word and to tell their friends and colleagues.
- Post a flyer of your foster dog at your workplace or put one on your office door or outside your cube.
- Spread the word at your child’s school, your place of worship, or other organization that you belong.
- Record a video of your foster dog or create a slideshow with more photos and have them posted on your
foster dog’s Petfinder.com bio.
- Make sure you always walk your foster dog with an “Adopt Me” bandana
- Post your foster dog on your own social media as well as “Always & Furever Fosters” open FB group.
- You must participate in at least ONE Always & Furever adoption event a month.

ONLY BY WORKING TOGETHER CAN WE SAVE MORE LIVES!!
Thank you for being a hero!

Please initial to acknowledge that you have read and understand all expectations listed on each page ____

